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in local 
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e-mails sent to Congress 

through our People Like us 
Take Action Network 
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visitors to www.kidney.org

$4 Million
In grants to researchers 

and scientists

110 used cars donated to 
Kidney Cars every day

Over 150,000
People at risk for kidney disease 

have received free early evaluation 
screenings through NKF’s Kidney 
Early Evaluation Program (KEEP®) 

Kidney disease is a major 
health problem in the u.S. 
and around the world.  More 
than 84,000 americans are on 
the waiting list for a lifesaving 
kidney transplant, 367,000 
rely on a dialysis machine 
to keep them alive and 26 
million americans currently 
have chronic kidney disease. 

Because symptoms may not 
appear until the kidneys are 
actually failing, millions of 
people with kidney damage 
remain unaware and are not 
taking steps to protect the 
health of their kidneys. 

the national Kidney Founda-
tion (nKF) is dedicated to 
preventing kidney diseases, 
improving the health and 
well-being of individuals 
and families affected by 
these diseases and increas-
ing the availability of all 
organs for transplantation. 

With local offices nationwide, 
the nKF provides early 
detection screenings and 
other vital patient and 
community services. the 
Foundation conducts 
extensive public and 
professional education, 

advocates for patients 
through legislative action 
and supports organ dona-
tion and kidney research to 
identify new treatments.

the nKF relies on individual 
and corporate donations, 
foundation and government 
grants, membership and 
special events to support 
its range of programs, 
services and initiatives.

Learn more about NKF and how you can help at www.kidney.org



About the Cover

Andreas Price of Louisville, Kentucky, has 
experienced “an emotional roller coaster” 
in his nearly three decades as a kidney 
patient.  Yet, the 43-year-old preacher can 
always count on his family to be there for 
him to celebrate good times and to help deal 
with the inevitable challenges of living with 
chronic illness. 

Price says that his family, especially great-
niece Shekinah Perkins (hugging him in the 
photo) constantly reminds him not to let 
his illness define him. Over the years, he’s 
made them proud as he realized his dream 
of completing his Master of Divinity degree, 
even while undergoing dialysis treatments. 

Andreas also gives back by comforting 
and educating his parishioners at Oakland 
Baptist Church and working with the 
National Kidney Foundation to advocate on 
behalf of kidney patients across the country.
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Dear Friends,

“Adversity is a fact of life. It can’t be controlled. What we can control is how we react to it.” (anonymous)

Although 2009 presented a number of economic challenges that made it a difficult year in many ways, 
nKF emerged stronger. Instead of curtailing programs and services for our constituents, we looked 
for—and discovered—better and more effective ways to deliver them.  We continued to streamline our 
structure and systems to increase efficiency, and to focus our efforts where they were most needed. We 
are now serving more than 70% of the population through our Division model, a transition process that 
began in 2007.  

Here’s a quick look at some of our major achievements in 2009. You can read more about these and 
our other activities in these pages, and of course, on our website, www.kidney.org.

In early 2009, nKF launched a major new initiative called END THE WAIT! this collaborative, multifaceted 
action plan was developed in response to the burgeoning and ongoing need for kidneys in the united 
States.  More than 84,000 americans are now on the waiting list, and every two hours one person 
waiting for a kidney dies. the goal of the program is to end the wait for a kidney transplant in the u.S. 
within 10 years. We established a task force comprised of donation and transplantation professionals 
with expertise in the medical, financial, educational and policy areas. Real, measurable progress has 
already been made, especially in the legislative arena. 

our pioneering early detection initiative, the Kidney early evaluation program (Keep®) reached a 
new milestone in 2009 when the 140,000th person at risk for kidney disease was screened. Keep also 
expanded its reach to areas where high risk populations reside such as alaska, a state that formerly 
had no nKF presence. 

In the global arena, pilot Keep screenings have been conducted in Japan, Mexico and the uK. through 
the global Kidney Disease prevention network (KDpn), which we launched this year, we are dedicated 
to improving both the quality and quantity of screenings around the world.  nKF is also pleased that 
we have been selected to partner with the World Health organization’s noncommunicable Disease 
network on how to increase focus on prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases, such as 
chronic kidney disease.

the Foundation has a great deal of which to be proud. this is not despite, but because of, the 
challenges we faced in 2009. of course, none of this would have been possible without the help of our 
generous sponsors, donors and volunteers around the country who carry out our mission every day. 

Thanks to all who stood with us this year as we continued our fight against kidney disease.

LEADERSHIP mESSAGE

Bryan N. Becker, MD, President John Davis, CEO Thomas P. McDonough, Chairman

www.kidney.org2
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More than 84,000 
Americans spend every 
day waiting for a beeper 

to go off telling them a new kidney 
has been found or for a family 
member or friend to come forward 
as a living donor. Sometimes the 
wait is two or three years, but often 
it stretches to five or 10 years or 
longer. Some die while waiting 
and for others, the wait means 
declining health, diminishing 
job prospects and difficulty 
sustaining meaningful 
personal relationships.

The NKF feels that 
any wait at all is too 
long and in 2009, the 
Foundation launched a 
comprehensive plan to 
end the wait for kidney 
transplants in the U.S. The 
END THE WAIT! initiative is 
a virtual call-to-arms to activate 
tested and proven strategies 
to increase organ donation. In 
collaboration with other major 
organizations in the transplant 
community, NKF is leading the 
effort to improve the national 
transplant system, eliminate 
barriers to donation, institute best 
practices across the country and 
increase the pool of donors.

Launched in January, the campaign 
gained momentum throughout the 
year. Advocating for legislation that 
would provide lifetime Medicare 
coverage of drugs needed for 
survival of transplanted organs 
was one way NKF worked to end 
the wait.  NKF shined the spotlight 

on the issue through a grass roots 
media and letter-writing campaign.  
Op-eds and letters to the editor from 
patients, donors and family members 
appeared in USA Today, The New 
York Times, Chicago Sun Times, Miami 
Herald, Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Atlanta 
Journal Constitution and more. 

Through END THE WAIT! NKF 
supported living donor tax credit 
legislation which would help 
remove financial barriers and met 
with Congress to garner support 
for a Living Organ Donor Job 
Security Act which would allow 
unpaid leave from work for living 
donors, another measure that could 
help increase organ donation. 
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declining health, diminishing 
job prospects and difficulty 

transplants in the U.S. The 
 initiative is 

a virtual call-to-arms to activate 
tested and proven strategies 

Celeste Castillo Lee, (top) has been 
waiting 17 years for a kidney, and 

Xavier Keyes (bottom) has been 
waiting 6 years. 

Sometimes the wait is two 
or three years, but often it 
stretches fi ve to 10 years or 
longer. To view the full list 
of NKF recommendations 
addressing this issue visit 
www.kidney.org/endthewait

orGan DonatIon
enDInG tHe WaIt For KIDneY tranSplantS



orGan DonatIon (Continued)

A special END THE WAIT!  task force, comprised of experts as well 
as patients, donors and families, was assembled, and began meeting 
to chart the next steps for this vital initiative. From legislative 
recommendations to innovative educational programming and changing 
medical practice, END THE WAIT!  has made an impact in its first year 
and the effort will continue tirelessly until every American who needs a 
transplant receives one. n 

Kidney recipient Christine Lipuma (left) advocated for 
transplant-related legislation by telling her personal story 
in a letter to the editor of the Chicago Tribune.

NKF “People Like us” advocates 

brought their concerns about 

drug coverage for transplant 

recipients to Congress.

www.kidney.org4



NKF’s patient advocates took their message to the halls and offices of Capitol Hill.
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orGan DonatIon (Continued)

Health care reform dominated the national 
agenda in 2009 and the National Kidney 
Foundation’s “People Like Us” patient 

advocates stepped up their efforts on behalf of the 
kidney community.  Chronic kidney disease patients, 
transplant recipients, organ donors and health care 
professionals made their presence felt and their  
voices heard in Congress.

NKF’s top legislative priority this year was the 
extension of immunosuppressive drug coverage 
for organ transplant recipients. This was a key 
recommendation of our campaign to END THE WAIT!  
for kidney transplants within the next decade. 
For years, Medicare has covered these expensive 
medications that prevent a new kidney from rejecting 
for just 36 months after the transplant.  When patients 
can no longer afford their medications after Medicare 
coverage runs out, their transplants may fail and 
they can end up back on the waiting list, expanding 
the number of people in need and making the wait 
even longer.  Extending this coverage to the life of a 

transplant will improve first transplant outcomes, 
shorten the organ waiting list and prevent patients 
from returning to dialysis.

NKF worked with key congressional leaders to 
introduce the Comprehensive Immunosuppressive 
Drug Coverage for Transplant Patients Act in both  
the House and Senate. We hosted patient “fly-ins”  
to Capitol Hill and congressional briefings to  
generate support for the legislation. Over 100 face-  
to-face meetings at Congressional offices were  
held and thousands of e-mail messages were  
delivered to Congress via the NKF “Take Action 
Network” to educate lawmakers on the benefits of the 
legislation, for both transplant recipients and taxpayers. 
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aDVoCaCY
SpeaKInG out on HealtH Care leGISlatIon

NKF’s top legislative priority 

this year was the extension of 

immunosuppressive drug coverage 

for organ transplant recipients. 



While the jury is still out about the 
benefits of mammography and whether 
certain cancers need to be found 

early, there is no question that early detection is 
critical when it comes to kidney disease.  Research 
continues to show that early identification and 
treatment of kidney disease may prevent kidney 
failure as well as other major complications, such  
as high blood pressure and heart disease.  

This year, NKF continued to offer free community-
based screenings in cities around the country 
through the Kidney Early Evaluation Program®  
(KEEP®).  Since its inception, KEEP®  has screened 
and educated more then 150,000 Americans at 
risk–anyone with high blood pressure, diabetes or a 
family history of those conditions or kidney disease.  

Participants receive three simple tests–blood, blood 
pressure and urine–and the opportunity to discuss 
initial findings with an onsite physician. Final 
lab results are forwarded and information shared 
with participants’ personal doctors. NKF then 
provides treatment recommendations so that those 
screened can begin taking steps to improve their 
health. KEEP® clearly targets those at greatest risk 
since results indicate that more than 26% of those 

screened showed evidence that they already had 
kidney disease, even though as few as 2% knew this 
when they signed up for the screening. 

KEEP® participants are invited back annually for 
re-screening so the NKF can  track the long term 
health of those whose kidney disease was identified 
at an early stage. 

NKF also conducted kidney health risk assessments 
for tens of thousands at various locations 
throughout the country, including NBC Health and 
Fitness Expos held in Washington, DC, Chicago, 
Miami and L.A. Many of the at risk participants 
later received a comprehensive kidney screening 
through KEEP®. n 

www.kidney.org6

Those at risk get their blood pressure tested at one of the hundreds of  
screenings held through NKF’s Kidney Early Evaluation Program (KEEP®).

KEEP® was recognized this year by 

the American Diabetes Association 

(ADA) as a “promising practice” to 

help combat diabetes in minority 

populations and NKF was invited  

to present data from KEEP® at the 

ADA’s Annual Health Disparities 

Partnership Forum.

NKF volunteers assess kidney risk at NBC’s Health and Fitness Expo.

earlY DeteCtIon
proteCtInG KIDneY HealtH proVIDInG Support anD InForMatIon
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NKF volunteers assess kidney risk at NBC’s Health and Fitness Expo.

Dr. Leslie Spry

patIent SerVICeS
proVIDInG Support anD InForMatIon

Helping pay for household expenses 
and transportation to dialysis and  
offering an online forum for those  

with kidney disease were some of the ways NKF 
touched the lives of thousands of patients around  
the country in 2009.

In the face of the difficult economy, many patients 
and families were financially strained and so, 
NKF received many more requests for assistance. 
This year, NKF stepped up to provide more than 
$4 million which helped pay for everything from 

groceries and medical bills to monthly rent.

Ask the Expert on www.kidney.org –  
The Doctor is In!

What do most patients have in common?  A lot of 
questions. And with good reason.  Kidney disease 
is complex and connected to many other health 
complications. Luckily, the doctor is in at the  
NKF. Leading nephrologist Dr. Leslie Spry helped 
patients and their family members by answering 
all of their toughest kidney questions via an online 
Q&A forum on www.kidney.org.  Dr. Spry answered 
hundreds of inquiries across a broad range of topics.  
All questions and answers are posted to an “Ask the 
Doctor” web page, creating a valuable resource for 
other patients and their family members. 

“I can only reach one patient at a time in my  
office,” Dr. Spry explains, “but in this forum, I  
have the opportunity to inform so many and 
empower them with information about kidney 
disease…  When I went to my hometown doctor in 
Nebraska to tell him I was going to be a kidney doctor, 
he replied, ‘Why would you do that?  They all die!’ 
That statement has stayed with me, and my calling is 
to touch as many patients as I can, educate them and 
inform them that they won’t die.”  

Knowledge is Power

The popular NKF “People Like Us” Coffee House 
ConversationsTM program continued this year, 
enabling patients to learn from experts and share 
information with each other via teleconference.  
Hundreds participated in the free, monthly 
teleconferences, which covered a variety of topics, 
including traveling on dialysis, staying healthy with 
a transplant, how to be your own best advocate, 
emergency preparedness and vaccinations and the  
flu virus.

More than 1,400 people each month took the 
opportunity to contact NKF’s toll-free hotline with 
additional questions.  They came away armed 
with information on specific kidney conditions, 
empowered with resources and coping tips and 
enveloped with a feeling of renewed hope  for 
themselves and their loved ones. n

The NKF website, www.kidney.org, hosts more  

than 10,000 visitors daily who receive kidney 

health information in the “A-Z Guide,” take 

the Kidney Quiz, order free patient brochures, 

and share experiences with others.
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So many Americans are unaware of where 
the kidneys are in the body, what they do 
and what happens when they don’t work. 

NKF brought kidneys, early detection and the 
lifesaving power of organ donation into the national 
conversation in new ways this year.

Through its multimedia “Love Your Kidneys” 
educational outreach campaign, millions of people 
learned about the vital functions the kidneys 
perform, who’s at risk and what steps to take to 
keep kidneys healthy.  Radio and TV spots ran on 
hundreds of local stations in cities across the U.S. 
Additionally, MTV, Discovery Health and Univision 
aired the public service announcements (PSA) and 
major magazines such as Entertainment Weekly, 
Kiplingers Personal Finance and AARP alerted readers 
through print PSAs.  

NKF stepped up the public awareness efforts during 
National Kidney Month and World Kidney Day 
in March with early detection screenings, media 
coverage and special events held in cities nationwide.  

NKF also sent the message by highlighting important 
new findings from the foundation’s official journal, 
the American Journal of Kidney Diseases.  Results of 
studies showing that kidney disease in African 
Americans goes undetected until the latest stages  

and that low birth weight might increase the chance 
of getting kidney disease later on were released 
and news coverage spotlighted the importance of 
assessing personal risk and making lifestyle changes.  

Popular New York Times personal health 
columnist, Jane Brody, focused on the importance 
of getting kidney function tested. NKF’s Kidney 
Early Evaluation Program (KEEP) was featured 
prominently as a program that offers an early 
warning for a disease that shows no symptoms 
until patients are near kidney failure.

Americans often get more information from TV 
shows than traditional news sources and so NKF 
partnered with NBC’s Emmy-award winning show, 
“30 Rock.” The show’s season finale episode featured 
a kidney transplant storyline with a specially created 
song, “He Needs a Kidney” sung by major musical 
celebrities. The song was made available on iTunes 
with proceeds going to NKF. Nearly 7,000 people 
downloaded the song and visited NKF’s homepage 
to learn more about kidney disease and organ 
donation as a result. n 

puBlIC eDuCatIon
SpreaDInG tHe WorD aBout earlY DeteCtIon anD orGan DonatIon

Left to Right: NBC’s  
“30 Rock” cast and 

celebrity singers call 
for organ donation 
in the original “He 

Needs a Kidney” song. 

NKF Chairman-Elect 
Bill Cella rang 

the closing bell at 
NASDAQ on  

World Kidney Day.

NKF’s “Love Your 
Kidneys” campaign 
spread the message  

to millions.



“Grizz” Chapman is used to playing 
a supporting role, in his earlier 
life as a celebrity bodyguard and 
in his current role as part of Tracy 
Morgan’s on-screen entourage on 
the Emmy award-winning NBC hit 
show, “30 Rock.”  But Chapman took 
the lead this year for the National 
Kidney Foundation.

Chapman, who manages to shoot 
“30 Rock” while undergoing dialysis 
treatment for kidney failure three 
times a week, has a powerful 
message for the public. He urges 
everyone to  “take care of your 
health even when you feel good. 
Especially, keep your blood pressure 
under control and pay attention to 
your urine. If it’s foamy, that’s not a 
good sign and you need to check out 
your kidneys.”

The alarm was sounded for the father of an 18-year-old 
daughter and 10-year-old son, when he began spilling 
protein in his urine a little over two years ago. It wasn’t 
long before he spiraled from there to congestive heart 
failure and ultimately kidney failure. 

Says Chapman, “I should have been more conscious of 
my health, but since kidney disease can be silent, I felt 
fine so I kept up with my regular life, traveling all over 
the country and eating the wrong things. I drank too 
much water and since my kidneys weren’t working  
well, I retained lots of fluid.”

When he finally ended up in the hospital, Chapman was 
concerned that he might be written out of the show and 
end up out of work. But “30 Rock” producers assured 
him his job was safe and that everyone just wanted him 
to get better and back on the set.

Chapman is currently on the transplant waiting list and is 
hoping for a kidney donor soon. In the meanwhile, he’s 
making his personal and professional life work just fine 
while on dialysis. Although it does affect everyone around 
him, he tries to keep things normal. There are days when 
he goes straight from dialysis to the set and he’s extremely 
grateful that producers and staff are so accommodating 
and keep him an integral part of the show. 

Chapman says most people have no clue what the 
kidneys do in the body and whether they’re at risk. His 
involvement with the NKF and participation in the 
Kidney Walk is one way he’d like to change that. He’s 
already taken  a small step towards saving the health 
and lives of others and is looking forward to doing more 
in the future. n
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GRIZZ CHAPmAN
Leading the Fight Against 
Kidney Disease

 Grizz Chapman and his “30 Rock” co-star and staunch supporter, Kevin Brown, AKA “Dot Com.”

SpreaDInG tHe WorD aBout earlY DeteCtIon anD orGan DonatIon

He urges everyone to “take care of your health 

even when you feel good.”



Taking the Lead in Developing 
Practice Guidelines

As the success rates of kidney transplantation 
improve, the challenge of providing long term 
medical care to transplant recipients has grown, and 
so NKF took the lead in addressing this issue. For the 
first time in nearly a decade, a new set of evidence-
based recommendations was released for the ongoing 
monitoring and treatment of kidney transplant 
recipients. Developed by Kidney Disease: Improving 
Global Outcomes (KDIGO), a global organization 

dedicated to improving care of kidney patients which is managed by the NKF, the new Clinical Practice 
Guideline for the Care of Kidney Transplant Recipients was published in October. With support provided 
by the NKF Board of Directors, an international group of experts and an evidence review team analyzed 
more than 15,000 clinical studies to create the guideline, which will encourage transplantation in middle 
income countries and improve care of these patients around the world. n

As chronic kidney disease 
rates spiral in the U.S., NKF 
continues to educate the full 

spectrum of health care practitioners to 
ensure that they have the most up-to-date 
information on prevention, treatment and 
care.

Because primary care doctors often see 
kidney patients at the earliest stages 
when intervention is most likely to slow 
the disease’s progress, this year NKF 
reached out to this critical group. NKF’s 
Kidney Learning Solutions (KLS) team 
created the Primary Care Physician’s 
Toolkit, focused on cardiovascular disease and CKD.  
New resources for clinical care and patient teaching covered topics such as estimating kidney function,  
CVD and CKD risk, staging and treatment. The toolkit, which was distributed to over 20,000 primary  
care physicians, includes an online Clinical Action Program, enabling doctors to generate individualized 
patient care plans. 

In addition, over 35,000 clinicians participated in more than 60 live and online Continuing Medical 
Education (CME) and Continuing Education (CE) opportunities addressing chronic kidney disease, diabetes, 
nutrition, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, dialysis, transplantation and more.  
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Nephrology professionals took advantage of NKF’s continuing medical 
education opportunities at the 2009 Spring Clinical Meetings in Nashville.

proFeSSIonal eDuCatIon
IMproVInG patIent outCoMeS BY reaCHInG  
tHoSe on tHe Front lIneS

ForGInG InternatIonal partnerSHIpS to FIGHt KIDneY DISeaSe



Developing nations have 
recently been reporting higher 
rates of hypertension and 

cardiovascular disease, two major risk 
factors associated with an increase in 
worldwide prevalence of chronic kidney 
disease (CKD). NKF addressed this 
urgent need in 2009 with a variety of 
initiatives, and progress is being made 
on many fronts.   

NKF held a three-day Kidney Health 
Risk Assessment demonstration for 
attendees of the World Congress of 
Nephrology in Milan. Participants 
received a starter kit containing tools 
and information to help them reproduce 
a CKD risk assessment program in their 
home countries. More than 500 attendees 
from 84 countries participated. 

In cooperation with local nonprofits, NKF also continued 
the international expansion of its Kidney Early Evaluation 
Program (KEEP®), with screenings under way in Japan and 
Mexico. NKF also launched the Global Kidney Disease 
Prevention Network (KDPN), an international collaboration 
which connects CKD detection programs to encourage 
data coordination and best practices. KDPN is dedicated to 
improving the quality and quantity of chronic kidney disease 
screenings, such as KEEP, around the world. 

Recognizing the status of kidney disease as a global health 
issue, the World Health Organization invited NKF to join its 
Global Noncommunicable Disease Network (NCDnet), an 
international alliance of partners working on preventing and 
controlling conditions like cancer and CKD. As a member 
of this prestigious network, NKF will work to disseminate 
much-needed information and reduce the prevalence of 
kidney disease, its risk factors and complications. ■

National Kidney Foundation 2009 Annual Report 11

NKF conducts risk assessment demonstration at 

 
World Conference of Nephrology.

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
FORGING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS TO FIGHT KIDNEY DISEASE
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During the last 40 years, NKF has supported 
over 1,000 researchers investigating the 
causes and treatments for kidney disease 

with more then $80 million in grants. In 2009, scientists 
backed by NKF studied a wide and diverse range of 
topics related to risk factors, chronic kidney disease  
and transplantation that will ultimately impact  
patient care.

NKF research fellows are researching non-invasive 
monitoring for earlier detection of possible organ 
rejection among transplant recipients. Other researchers 
are studying cellular function in polycystic disease 
and uncovering genetic factors that drive obesity and 
hypertension—two major risk factors associated with 
kidney disease.

NKF also expanded its research initiative with two new 
Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative (KDOQITM) 
grants, each funded at the level of $150,000 annually 
for three years. The aim of this expansion is to improve 
clinical practice guidelines, provide more authoritative 
guidance regarding tests and therapies, and ultimately, 
enhance patient outcomes. 

reSearCH
InVeStIGatInG CauSeS anD treatMentS

During the last 40 years, NKF has 
supported over 1,000 researchers 

investigating the causes and 
treatments for kidney disease. 
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From a very early age, it was quite clear that Joe 
Coresh was a left-brain kind of guy – he loved 
math and was fascinated by science. It was no 
surprise, then, that he chose a career in medicine 
and earned a PhD in epidemiology which deals 
with incidence of disease in large populations.

“Medicine is exciting because it brings together 
science and people. I loved the idea of applying 
science and math to make a difference in people’s 
lives,” says Coresh.

As a med school student at Johns Hopkins 
University, where he is now a professor, Coresh 
realized he was destined to focus on prevention. 

“If you take the knowledge we have and apply it 
early, you can make the largest impact…informing 

decisions that physicians make and influencing 
patient thinking about their own disease process,” 
continues Coresh.

For the last 15 years, Coresh has focused on 
chronic kidney disease (CKD) and in 2009, he 
was awarded the National Kidney Foundation’s 
first Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative 
research grant.

The idea behind his NKF-funded project is to form 
a consortium to create and analyze the world’s 
largest dataset about patient outcomes at all stages 
of CKD. “CKD is a spectrum disease and at each 
stage, people experience different complications– 
from stroke and hypertension to infections and 
acute kidney disease.  We’re looking at how these 

JOSEF CORESH, mD, PhD  
Bringing Together Science and People 

InVeStIGatInG CauSeS anD treatMentS

Dr. Joe Coresh (right) at work
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complications impact a patient’s prognosis at each stage,”  
says Coresh.

According to Coresh, CKD patients are less likely to get 
preventive care like flu shots than the general population. Yet 
these patients are at higher risk and should really get more care. 
His research will point out areas where people are at risk and 
guide the development of future therapies.

“I love working with the NKF,” says Coresh, “because it’s not 
just about what I find out. NKF can disseminate these findings 
to large numbers of physicians and patients so that the research 
results actually impact practice all over the U.S.” 

A “people” person, Coresh loves the collaborative nature of 
the research. “Working closely with experts in epidemiology, 
biostatistics and nephrology is necessary for covering the wide 
range of expertise needed and also tremendously gratifying,” 
says Coresh. 

Coresh is seeing the fruits of his labor in some interesting places. 

“I got a copy of my dad’s lab results from his annual physical and 
noticed that his kidney function was reported using the formula 
we recommended.  Although I’m not sure he’s managing his risk 
factors better than anyone else, I was so gratified to see that our 
work is being put in practice.”

On a recent visit to the vet with his cat, he was told that she was 
suffering from kidney disease. The vet informed him that “It’s 
good to catch it early.” Coresh had to suppress his ear-to-ear 
smile when he heard that. n

 “I love working with 

the NKF,” says Coresh, 

“because it’s not just 

about what I find out. NKF 

can disseminate these 

findings to large numbers 

of physicians and patients 

so that the research results 

actually impact practice 

all over the U.S.” 

— Dr. Josef Coresh

reSearCH (Continued)



FuNDRAISING | 2009 Corporate Supporters

Our corporate and organizational supporters contributed to the development and implementation 
of world class initiatives. This year, our patients and professionals benefited from this support 
through key programs such as the Kidney Early Evaluation Program (KEEP®), NKF Spring 

Clinical Meetings, World Kidney Day, educational resources and clinical practice guidelines developed 
through the Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative (KDOQI). 
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FuNDRAISING | 2009 Corporate Supporters (Continued)
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The NKF relies on the generosity of individual donors and foundation supporters to further our mission.   
The following foundations contributed $10,000 or above to support NKF programs this year.

FuNDRAISING |2009 major Donors and Foundation Supporters

Bedford Falls Foundation 

Community Foundations, Inc. 

Dart Group II Foundation Inc. 

David M. Crowley Foundation 

Deaconess Foundation 

Dorothea B. Vonier living trust 

elias & Helen Sottnek Karu trust 

emerson Charitable trust—Branson ultrasonics Corp. 

express Scripts Foundation 

Greater Saint louis Community Foundation 

Guadalupe and lilia Martinez Foundation 

Joan H. Graf Family trust 

John & Maurine Cox Foundation 

John Moffitt Foundation 

Hennepin Faculty associates—Minneapolis Medical 

research Foundation 

Kaiser permanente—Kaiser Foundation Health plan, Inc. 

Mary Camp parks Family living trust 

McCormick Foundation—los angeles times Family Fund

pepsiCo Foundation 

Schulman Family Foundation 

Smith Foundation—Kenneth l. and eva S. Smith 

Foundation 

Speas Foundation 

Stephen & Mary Birch Foundation, Inc—San antonio 

the John G. & Marie Stella Kennedy Memorial 

Foundation 

the laney thornton Foundation 

the lucius n. littauer Foundation 

the Mary e. Carnrick Foundation 

the McCutchen Foundation 

the theodore rosenberg Charitable Foundation 

union Bank of California Foundation 

united Medical Center Foundation 

united Way of Greater Knoxville 

united Way of Greater St. louis 

Wing’s Charitable Foundation—Wing’s restaurant 
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The following individuals have contributed $5,000 or more to the National Kidney Foundation this year.

FuNDRAISING |2009 major Donors and Foundation Supporters
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James C. Ballard, III

Matthew Belanger

Janet Benezet

lana Bibby

Michael Bradshaw

Susan Burgess

Gregory Burke

James Carlson

Joel Carlson

William Cella

John Chambers

Bernadette Clarke

Jennifer Coleman

terry & alisann Collins

James C. Conley, Jr

Jimmy Dale & Marcia roy Dale

John Davis

William G. Dessoffy

John t. Devine

roy Disney

Claudia Doerhoff

Craig r. Dufresne, MD

terrence Dunn

David essex

Susan esson

richard Fortman

Greg Freeh

William lee Frost

Sharon Fruit

Diana Goldberg

ethel Haakenson

George C. Halvorson

larry Harvey

Kim Hernandez

Sandra n. Higgins

James Jackson

Kim Kadlec

estate of Stanford Kalplan

Jeff Kellogg

William Koenigsberg

lawrence J. Kohl

Joan lane

lois H. lazaro

alain & leah lebec

Herbert lee

Jennifer levy

Gladys a. llewelyn

George lopez

roger p. Mason, Jr

Cashes Mattox

thomas p.  McDonough

thomas e. McInerney

Cohen Milstein

Donna S. Morea

M.S. nassri, MD

Katherine neville

Stephen J. nicholas, MD

robert nicoletti

Mildred olson

paul olson, MD

ronald D. paul

Fritz phillips

tina phillips

Charles pickup

Benjamin r. pierce

Melody ranelli

estate of Charles F. riker

Johnnie C. Saunders

Guy Scalzi

Carrie & Gary Schwab pomerantz

lon rubackin and Sharon Sternheim

estate of Irene Simon

William Singleton

John M. Sobrato

elias & Helen Sottnek Karu trust

Stephen J. Sundheim

Joyce r. teel

lynn tractman

leonard udolf

norman Vielmette

William e. Warren

Michael Watts

Mickey Weinstein

Joe Weller

estate of ronald l. Williams

Sandra M. Yoffie
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anonymous 

Bobby r. abbot

Gretchen a. ackerson, Clu 

J. Douglas adair

edward J. amos

ray D. amstutz

arlene anderson

Marion p. Baker 

robert n. Baker

Dianne p. Barth

Helen l. Bartlett

Joan M. Bayer

Kenneth r. Beesley

Gerald & nancie 
Beinhower

Susan K. Benner

Brenda Borcherdt

ronald W. Borcherdt

Jacques J. Bourgoignie, MD

D. Stuart Bowers 

Mr. & Mrs. norm Bowers

Ken Bowman

Camille D. Breen

James K. Broughton

Charlene Brown 

Darrell M. Brown

Wendy W. Brown, MD

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Buckley

Connie Burnett

thomas Butler

Mr. & Mrs. James a. Byrnes

Molly lillis Cahill

M. David Campbel

Kevin p. Carbin, Jr.

Dan Carney

Donna K. Carpenter 

Mary  Carpenter

Joseph C. Cerney, MD

Mr. & Mrs. Vickers 
Chambless

Dolph Chianchiano

e. C. “Sparky” Clark

Samuel a. Clauss

Jane Claussen

louise Coates

Mr. & Mrs. roger e. Coene

allan J. Collins, MD

Susan B. Conley, MD

norm S. Coplon, MD

Scott eugene Cote

Cristin t. Cotton

Missy Crawford

Barbara Cross

Mr. & Mrs. timothy Crosson

Dan & Jeanne Cuda

paul S. Curley

Hisham Dado, MD

rosemary Danielson

Barbara C. Davis

Gary W. Davis

robert Delonis

Sandra Detar, rD

ewart e. Dilks

randall Mark Divelbiss

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce S. Dix 

Mary ellen Dix

Charles a. Drace, Sr.

Marie Drysdale

Max Dubrinsky

Francis Dumler

John l. Dunlap, MD

Carla Duryee

Brenda Dyson

Beth & Jim easter

Gregory eimer

Drs. Gilbert & rona eisner

roy & Mary ann ekrom

Mary Jean emory

preston a. englert, Jr.

Karen englesman

Mr. & Mrs. John Faires

Diane S. Farber

Frank J. Fay

Marcey Feigenbaum

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Feinson

eben Feinstein, MD

John Feliciano

thomas B. Ferguson

Maurice Ferriter

Jay S. Finch

John e. Firmin

James l. Fortner

Joanne Fournier

Diane French, rn, Mpa

Matthew C. Friederichs

Daniel Fulcher

Suzanne Gagne

terri Gallu

Christopher t. Gallu

nicholas G. Gardner

Warren e. Garling

William Haskell Gates, III

pearl Gifford 

Jon W. Gilchrist

thomas & Debra Gillespie

Mida Girogosian

leonard Gottleib

Gary Green

Stacy & Craig Groff

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Grove

Donna Gwin

Herbert Hawthorne

terry K. Headley

Mr. & Mrs. Don Heck

Frederick a. Herbert

amy Jean Hicks

randy & leslie High

elizabeth W. Hildenstein

richard l. Hill

John Hoag

roswell & elizabeth 
Hoffman trust 

Barbara Hofstein

patricia a. Hormann

Kathi Huenink

Karen M. Ilstrup

Mark t. & Cynthia a. 
Jacobson

John Jamian

Susan M. Jaskula

rafael a. Javier, MD

paul & Beth Jensen

Charles Jones

neone Fitches Jones

Kristi M. Jongeling

Sally Joy

Jan and Judith Kadar

Gary & Zeeva Kardos
Kawakami

Mr. & Mrs. David Kelly

The Heritage Club, boasting nearly 300 members, recognizes the generosity of donors who have 
designated NKF as beneficiary of planned gifts. They have remembered the Foundation in their wills 
through bequests, named NKF partial beneficiary of life insurance policies or created charitable gift 
annuities or charitable remainder trusts.

FuNDRAISING | The Heritage Club
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Kirsten F. Kelly

eleanor F. Kent

George W. King

Karren King, lCSW, MSW, 
aCSW

Mr. & Mrs. Mel King

Helen W. Kinnaird estate

Gerald a. Klisz

Susan Knapp

Joel D. Kopple, MD

robert D. Kranz

Gerald D. Kumin, MD, pC

David r. lake

Chris leonard

Gus levy, Cpa

lawrence ley

Mildred lichtig

Mary lin 

Donald e. linnartz

Bob loeper

Helen S. londo 

adella Fernandez lopez

Mr. & Mrs. edward M. 
luedtke

Mr. & Mrs. ronald C. 
Mackenzie

Doreen Mallard

Michael G. Mayer

Kelly Mayo

linda McCann

Franklin D. McDonald, MD

thomas p. McDonough

William S. McGarrahan

lois & Curtis McGinnis

William L. McGuffin, Jr.

Bob McGuire

e. Burns Mclindon

Carolyn McVitty

alan C. Mendelson

James a. Mengler

Michael K. Meyer

lynda Miller

Marie Minchin

Stella Mlinarevich

Carl a. Modecki

Greg Moerchen

lynn Kanter Moltz

Charlie Morse

Spero Moutsatsos

lawrence Murphy 

Mary V. Murphy

timothy r. neal

Miriam M. netter

John H. newman

Fred  nicholas

Wayne W. nix

ray nowacki

J. l. o’Bryan-Wilson

David a. ogden, MD

Michael C. o’Grady

Daniel B. ornt

Carmen J. ortiz-Butcher, MD

richard D. osur

eddie pannell

Irene e. panush, MSW, aCSW

Jean paris

Barbara parsons

Mary agnes paul

ronald D. paul

Max & Marcia perry

thomas G. peters, MD

William W. petty

Jerry l. & Gina pigsley

robert plumpe

Dann pollard-Stringer

oliver W. porter

nancy l. post

Wayne e. postma

Mary e. powell

robert provenzano, MD

Douglas ray

roy re

elizabeth reder

Grace J. reese

ophie resor

Beverly ricardo

Dorothy ricenbaw

Ivan M. richards, MD

Hank rosenzweig, Cpa

peter romano 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving B. ross

Jeanne & tevis a. ross

Jorena rudd

Dr. lee russell

John G. ryan

phil Salick 

richard K. Salick

Harold a. Saul

phillip a. Schermerhorn, Jr.

J. Johnathan Schraub, esq. 

Harold D. Schwartz

len Schwartz

Julie Schweitzer

James o. Selzer

elizabeth Serge

roohallah Shafely

Craig B. Shaffer

Glenna Shapiro

Mr. & Mrs. roy Shea

Dr. & Mrs. abraham Sherer

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Singleton

linda Smith-Wheelock

Gary t. Snyder

phyllis Solof

Kathleen Spillane-Knight

David p. St. Clair

terrel G. Stanton

arthur J. Stegall, Jr.

theodore I. Steinman, MD

ann C. Stivers

Harry B. & Hilda Sugarman

lou tate

Cynthia J. terrell

Mr. & Mrs. roy G. 
thompson

Mr. & Mrs. andrew townes, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Knox tumlin

Joel G. turner

Jay l. turoff

linda S. tyler

Fusayo urakami

luis Gabriel uribe, MD

Mo Vidwans

prudence Vipiani

James l. Walden

Greg Ward

Jack Weaver

Betty J. West

John e. Wharton

philip J. Whitcome trust

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Williams, Sr.

Mark e. Williams, MD

randy K. Williams

Donald r. Wilson

Henry Wilson

patricia Wilson

Dr. & Mrs James F. 
Winchester

Deborah Winegard 

elizabeth Witten

Irv Wolper

Suzanne J. Wyckoff

David Yoburn

rosemary Zeplowitz

Susan Zimmerman

FuNDRAISING | The Heritage Club
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LIABILITIES

loans payable $194,734  

accounts payable & 
accrued expenses $8,730,722  

Deferred Income $4,038,688  

other liabilities 0 

Total Liabilities $12,964,144  

NET ASSETS

unrestricted $20,432,853 

temporarily restricted $14,255,525  

permanently restricted $2,246,492  

Total Net Assets $36,934,870  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $49,899,014 

ExPENSES

professional education $17,250,294  20.2%

Community Services $15,270,362  17.9%

public Health education $14,443,222  16.9%

patient Services $14,399,874  16.9%

research $6,316,664  7.4%

Management & General $10,511,596  12.3%

Fund raising $7,262,820  8.5%

Total Expenses $85,454,832  100.0%

Figures below depict the combined financial activities of the 
National Kidney Foundation and its Affiliates for Fiscal Year 2009.

PuBLIC SuPPORT AND REvENuE

Contributions $26,070,769  41.4%

program Service Fees $17,602,139  28.0%

Special events (net) $16,127,119  25.6%

Government Grants & $2,336,395  3.7%
other Income

Membership Dues $827,842  1.3%

Total Income $62,964,264  100.0%

ASSETS

Cash and Cash equivalents $12,924,151  

Investments $22,092,387  

accounts receivable $8,162,851  

Inventories of educational & 
Campaign Materials $500,396  

prepaid expenses  $1,298,028  

property, plant & 
equipment, at cost  $8,735,048

less accumulated Depreciation  ($4,323,769)

property, plant & 
equipment, (net)  $4,411,279  

other assets $509,922  

Total Assets $49,899,014 

A complete copy of the fiscal year 2009 NKF financial statements audited by 
Ernst & Young, LLP and the combined statements for NKF and its Affiliates 
as compiled by NKF staff are available at www.kidney.org or by request 
from the National Kidney Foundation, Marketing & Communications 
Department, 30 East 33rd Street, New York NY 10016.

FInanCIal HIGHlIGHtS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
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nKF natIonWIDe
ALABAmA
334.396.9870
www.kidneyga.org

ALASKA
888.427.5653
www.kidneynca.org

ARIZONA
602.840.1644
www.azkidney.org

ARKANSAS
800.282.0190
www.kidney.org

CALIFORNIA
Northern California
415.543.3303
www.kidneynca.org

Southern California
818.783.8153
www.kidneysocal.org

COLORADO
720.748.9991
www.kidneycimw.org

CONNECTICuT
860.257.3770
www.kidneyct.org

DELAwARE
215.923.8611
www.nkfdv.org

FLORIDA
407.894.7325
www.kidneyfla.org

GEORGIA
770.452.1539
www.kidneyga.org

HAwAII
808.593.1515
www.kidneyhi.org

IDAHO
801.226.5111
www.kidneyut.org

ILLINOIS
312.321.1500
www.nkfi.org

INDIANA
317.722.5640
www.kidneyindiana.org

IOwA
515.222.2264
www.nkfmdi.org

KANSAS
913.262.1551
www.kidneyksmo.org

KENTuCKy
502.585.5433
www.nkfk.org

LOuISIANA
504.861.4500
www.kidneyla.org

mAINE
207.772.7270
www.kidneyhealth.org

mARyLAND
410.494.8545
www.kidneymd.org

mASSACHuSETTS
781.278.0222
www.kidneyhealth.org

mICHIGAN
734.222.9800
www.nkfm.org

mINNESOTA
651.636.7300
www.nkfmn.org

mISSISSIPPI
800.282.0190
www.kidney.org

mISSOuRI
Eastern missouri
314.961.2828
www.kidneyemo.org

western missouri
913.262.1551
www.kidneyksmo.org 

mONTANA
720.748.9991
www.kidneycimw.org

NEBRASKA
402.210.2436
www.kidneynebraska.org

NEvADA
Northern Nevada
415.543.3303
www.kidneynca.org

Southern Nevada
818.783.8153
www.kidneysocal.org

NEw HAmPSHIRE
781.278.0222
www.kidneyhealth.org

NEw JERSEy
Northern New Jersey
212.889.2210
www.kidneygny.org

Southern New Jersey
215.923.8611
www.nkfdv.org

NEw mExICO
800.282.0190
www.kidney.org

NEw yORK
Central New york
(Syracuse area)
315.476.0311
www.cnykidney.org

Greater New york 
(New york City area)
212.889.2210
www.kidneygny.org

Northeast New york  
(Albany area)
518.458.9697
www.nkfneny.org

upstate New york
(Rochester area)
585.697.0874
www.kidneynyup.org

western New york 
(Buffalo area)
716.835.1323
www.nkfofwny.org

NORTH 
CAROLINA
704.519.0020
www.kidneync.org

NORTH DAKOTA
605.321.1668
www.nkfmdi.org

OHIO
614.481.4030
www.nkfofohio.org

OKLAHOmA
800.282.0190
www.kidney.org

OREGON
888.427.5653
www.kidneynca.org

 
 
 
 
 
 

PENNSyLvANIA
 Alleghenies 
(western 
Pennsylvania, 
including Pittsburgh) 
412.261.4115
www.kidneyall.org

Delaware valley  
(Eastern 
Pennsylvania, 
including 
Philadelphia)
215.923.8611
www.nkfdv.org

RHODE ISLAND
781.278.0222
www.kidneyhealth.org

SOuTH 
CAROLINA
803.799.3870
www.kidneysc.org

SOuTH DAKOTA
605.321.1668
www.nkfmdi.org

TENNESSEE
East Tennessee 
(Knoxville area)
865.688.5481
www.kidneyetn.org

middle Tennessee 
(Nashville area)
615.346.9228
www.kidney.org

west Tennessee 
(memphis area)
901.683.6185
www.nkfwtn.org

TExAS
North Texas  
(Dallas area) 
 214.351.2393
www.nkft.org

South & Central 
Texas 
(San Antonio area)
210.829.1299
www.kidneytx.org

Southeast Texas  
(Houston area)
713.952.5499
www.nkfset.org

west Texas  
(Lubbock, Amarillo 
and midland) 
806.799.7753
www.nkfwt.org

uTAH
801.226.5111
www.kidneyut.org

vERmONT
781.278.0222
www.kidneyhealth.org

vIRGINIA
804.288.8342
www.kidneyva.org

wASHINGTON
888.427.5653
www.kidneynca.org

wASHINGTON, 
DC
202.244.7900 
www.kidneywdc.org 

wEST vIRGINIA
412.261.4115
www.kidneyall.org

wISCONSIN
262.821.0705
www.kidneywi.org

wyOmING
720.748.9991
www.kidneycimw.org
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wHAT 
    CAN yOu DO?

TO LEARN mORE OR DONATE, vISIT

www.KIDNEy.ORG 
 

 GET TESTED 
If you have diabetes, high blood pressure or a family history of 
those conditions or kidney disease, you are at risk. See your 
doctor and get screened. The National Kidney Foundation 
offers free kidney health screenings across the country.

 
 vOLuNTEER 
The Foundation welcomes volunteers of all ages and interests. 
Contact your local NKF offi ce to sign up.

 JOIN 
Thousands of health care professionals, patients, transplant 
recipients, donors and their families benefi t from the 
educational information, guidance, support and advocacy 
opportunities provided by membership in the National Kidney 
Foundation.

 SuPPORT NKF 
you can help by participating in a Kidney walk or NKF Golf 
Tournament in your community, donating a car, attending a 
fundraising event, making a direct or memorial gift, or making 
the NKF a benefi ciary of a planned gift.
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